VISUAL IMPAIRMENT & BLINDNESS
Definition: 
· An individual is visually impaired if the best corrected distant visual acuity in the better eye is 20/80 or less or if visual fields are significantly restricted. 

· Legal blindness is defined as visual acuity for distant vision of 20/200 or less in the better eye with best correction or widest diameter of the visual field subtending an angle of less than 20 degrees.
Etiology:

· The leading causes of blindness are glaucoma, diabetic retinopathy, and macular degeneration.

· The most frequent causes of blindness worldwide are cataract, trachoma, leprosy, onchocerciasis, and xerophthalmia. 
· In the developed world, cataract, age-related macular degeneration, diabetic retinopathy, and glaucoma are the leading causes.
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Category Terminology Vision, better eye, best corrected
1 Visually impaired <6/18 to 6/60 (<20/30 to 20/200)
2 Severely impaired <6/60 to 3/60 (<20/200 to 20/400)
3 Blind <3/60 to 1/60 (<20/400 to 20/2400)
4 Blind <1/60 to LP (<20/2400 to light perception)
5 Blind NLP (no light perception)





Classification

· The classification based on anatomy is determined by the part of the eye or visual system that has been damaged and includes the categories cornea, lens, retina, optic nerve, glaucoma, and other.

· The classification based on time of insult includes the categories prenatal (including hereditary factors and intrauterine insults), perinatal, and postnatal factors.

